Felix A. Fatica
Business/Sports
Felix graduated from Collinwood High School in June 1953. He
developed skills, such as gymnastic, woodworking, and bookkeeping, at
CHS that served him well in his professional careers.
After working one year at Lincoln Electric and then serving two years in
the U.S. Army, he began a career as a professional jockey, weighing
112 pounds. He served his apprenticeship in Chicago and New Orleans
and entered his first race in 1959 at Churchill Downs in Louisville, KY.
He won his first race in October 1959 at Sportsman’s Park, in Chicago.
During his racing career he won nearly 600 races at tracks located up
and down the Eastern seaboard from New Jersey to Florida, in West
Virginia, and all the local tracks in Cleveland. These wins included
riding both ends of a daily double on numerous occasions and riding four winners in one day. Felix’s best
year was 1962 when he rode 75 winners.
In 1972, Felix suffered a brain aneurysm while riding a mount and nearly lost his life. He recovered
within two months and resumed his racing career. He retired from racing in 1975 after 16 years of
riding. His passion for riding was matched by a passion for woodworking. While still a jockey, he began
a successful cabinet making business. The Fatica Cabinet Company gained notoriety through articles in
the local Cleveland newspapers. This business was sold and a new business, Fatica Kitchens and Fine
Cabinetry, was founded. He is the owner and sole operator of this business that specializes in designing
and building fine cabinetry. His customers include doctors, lawyers, and owners of RPM industries and
Arhaus Furniture. He does not advertise but relies solely on referrals. Customers who move out of state
call for him to work for them in such states as Maryland and South Carolina.
Felix has touched many people with his talents and his most likable personality during his professional
life as a jockey and a cabinet maker.

